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Greetings!

Thanks to the generosity and support of yoga studios and teachers like you, last year’s first Yoga With a Purpose Benefit Week was such a successful fundraiser for sustainable African community-led economic development projects.   This year we have a goal of expanding to 70-100 classes in studios throughout the U.S., and we're calling on you to join the hundreds of others in the yoga community by donating the proceeds from one class or workshop during the week of May 2nd – 9th, 2010 to the African Village Survival Initiative! 
The African Village Survival Initiative is a program created by the African-led Uhuru Movement for community-based economic self-reliance. The Uhuru (Freedom) House in St Petersburg FL, the worldwide headquarters of the Uhuru Movement, is a working center for economic development. The African Village Survival Initiative (AVSI) is working to equip the Uhuru House with a recording studio as an institution of international African culture and a commercial kitchen for community based economic development projects.  At a time when unemployment is over 50% in African communities, these self-sustaining institutions are key to economic development, creating countless new jobs, expanding existing businesses and producing African culture in African hands.  This is not charity. Donate as solidarity with African people creating their own development by participating in the Yoga With a Purpose Benefit Week!

We want to invite you to participate an important benefit for the African Village Survival Initiative (AVSI), the 2nd Annual Yoga with a Purpose Benefit Week, May 2-9, 2010.  We are calling on all Yoga studios and teachers in the Philadelphia area, as well as nationally, to donate one class or workshop  during that week to support the AVSI programs.
We are producing a poster and postcard that will promote all the local classes. We will also promote the Yoga with a Purpose Week through the media and various internet sites and sources. We will also sell advance tickets to help promote these classes.  We will be glad to send you some literature, some more information on the AVSI programs, and send a representative to come to your studio and give a presentation to your teachers and Seva volunteers about the Yoga With a Purpose Benefit Week.  More information on these projects can be found at APEDF.org, You can download all the literature from the website to use to promote your class.
If every one of us donates just one class we will raise the much needed funds for exciting African self-determination projects including the opening of a licensed community kitchen which will help create community food businesses, and secure the equipment for a recording studio to give independent African artists a place to produce their work and express their true aspirations.
Please let us know if you would you like to join this exciting campaign, if you would you like to receive some info in the mail or on line and if you know anyone else who may be interested in participating. 
Sincerely,

